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LTR WHICH FOLLOWS HAS BEEN REVISED. MAY WE HAVE YOUR 
CONCURRENCE AND/OR COMMENTS. 


DEAR MR. KAHN S 

THANK. YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF 28 DEC 54, WHICH ACCOMPANIES 
THE NEW YORK CIPHER SOCIETY'S STATEMENT ENTITLED "TO IMPROVE OUR 
CRYPTOGRAPHIC DEFENSES". AS INDICATED IN MY LETTER OF' 11 JAM 55, 

THE SUBJECT HAS BEEN DISCUSSED WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DIRECTOR, 
NATILNAL SECURITY AGENCY. THE DIRECTOR CONCURS IN THIS REPLY. ' 

THE ACTIVITIES AND OPERATIONS TO WHICH THE SOCIETY'S STATE- 
MENT PERTAINS FALL IN THAT CATEGORY OF INFORMATION WHICH I AM SURE 
WE ALL AGREE IS NOT ONLY SENSITIVE BUT VITAL TO OUR NATIONAL 
SECURITY. RECOGNIZING THIS FACT, THE S1ST CONGRESS, AFTER’ 

EXTENDED DISCUSSIONS. PASSED PUBLIC LAW 513, WHICH PRESIDENT TRUMAN 
APPROVED ON 13 MAY 1950. THIS LAW, CODIFIED AS SECTION '798 OF 
TITLE 18 OF THE UNITED STATES CODE, EMBODIES LEGISLATION DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY TO PROTECT' UNITED STATES COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES AND UNITED STATES CODES AND CIPHERS. 


IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE POSITION TAKEN BY THE NEW YORK CIPHER 
SOCIETY IS, AT LEAST IN PART, CONSISTENT WITH THE PRINCIPLE UPON 
WHICH THIS SPECIAL LEGISLATION RESTS, I.E., RATHER STRINGENT 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES ARE NECESSARY FOR MOST OF THE INFORMATION IN 
THE CRYPTOLOGIC CATEGORY. 


AT THE SAME TIME, THE SERIOUS PROBLEM OF PROTECTING VITAL 
SECURITY INFORMATION WITHOUT DEPRIVING THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF 
KNOWLEDGE TO WHICH IT IS ENTITLED HAS ALSO BEEN RECOGNIZED AND 
STUDIED INTENSIVELY BY YOUR GOVERNMENT. IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS 
INAUGURATION, PRESIDENT EISENHOWER' CALLED FOR A REVIEW OF EXEC 
ORDER 10290 OF 24 SEPT 1951, WHICH .ESTABLISHED POLICY AMD 
PROCEDURES GOVERNING THE TRANSMISSION AND SAFEKEEPING OF OFFICIAL 
INFORMATION. AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THIS REVIEW, THE PRESIDENT 
ISSUED EXECUTIVE ORDER 10501, DATED 5- NOV 1953 AND EFFECTIVE ON 
15 DEC 1953 . IT IS UNDER THE TERMS OF THIS ORDER, RATHER THAN 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 10450. AS NOTED IN YOUR SOCIETY'S STUDY, THAT 
OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS ARE CLASSIFIED. (EXECUTIVE ORDER 10450 
PRESCRIBES PERSONNEL SECURITY REQUIREMENTS COP GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES.) 


THE DECISION TO RAISE OR LOWER THE CLASSIFICATION OF OFFICIAL 
INFORMATION REQUIRES JUDICIOUS INTERPRETATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 
10501 IN EACH SPECIFIC CASE. IT IS TRUE THAT CERTAIN OFFICIAL 
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO CRYPTOGRAPHY AND CRYPTANALYSIS WERE 
UPGRADED AS A RESULT OF THIS ORDER. IT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, 

THAT EACH DOCUMENT SO UPGRADED WAS CAREFULLY AND JUDICIOUSLY REVIEWED 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED UNCLASSIFIED OR 
SHOULD BE ACCORDED PROTECTION BY USE OF AN APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATION. 
IN EACH CASE THE DECISION WAS MADE IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT RESPONSIBLE 
AUTHORITIES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONSIDERED NOT ONLY 
PERMISSIBLE WITHIN THE LIMITATIONS OF THE SPECIAL LEGISLATION 
MENTIONED ABOVE BUT ALSO. IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 
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\DUE CONSIDERATION WAS GIVEN IN ?HESE DECISIONS TO VOUr, 



PO I THE ’DEVELOPMENT OF A "POTENTIAL POOL OF CRYPTOGRAPHERS". 

IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THE HUMBER OF PERSONS QUALIFIED TO EXECUTE 
SPECIALIZED JOBS IN THE CRYPTOLOGIC FIELD COULD BE AUGMENTED BY THE 
PRODUCTION OF TRAINING LITERATURE T; HICK COULD BE WIDELY DISSEMINATED 


AND 


tip 


AIL ABLE TO AMATEUR CRYPTOLOGISTS. APPRECIATION OF THIS 


NEED -HAS CAUSED THE ARMED FORCES- TO INSTITUTE MANY STEPS TO INCREASE 
"TH£'l!UM3ER OF MEN AND WOMEN IN THE ARMED FORCES QUALIFIED IN THIS 
FIELD. I Ai 5 CERTAIN YOU WILL UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, THAT THIS IS BUT 
ONE OF MANY METHODS OF ENHANCING AND PRESERVING OUR NATIONAL 
SECURITY WHICH MUST BE CONSIDERED AMD WEIGHED B’Y THOSE RESPONSIBLE ^ 
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THERE IS ALSO GENERAL AGREEMENT AS TO THE FRUITFULNESS OF 
OUTSIDE CRITICISM AMD SUGGESTION. THAT THE SUGGESTIONS AMD 
ASSISTANCE FROM PERSONS OUTSIDE GOVERNMENT CRYPTOLOGIC ACTIVITIES 
ARE CONSIDERED DESIRABLE AMD VALUABLE IS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT 
A SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD COMPOSED OF THE MOST HI GHLY -QUALIFIED 
SCIENTISTS IN SEVERAL FIELDS RELATED TO THE CRYPTOLOGIC FIELD ASSISTS 
-AND ADVISES THE DIRECTOR OF THE- NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY. THE 
BOARD IN TURN IS ASSISTED BY SEVERAL PANELS LIKEWISE COMPOSED OF 
EMINENT SPECIALISTS IN SPECIAL FIELDS PERTAINING TO COMMUNICATIONS 
INTELLIGENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY. IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS HAVE BEEN LET WITH SEVERAL UNIVERSITIES AMD CERTAIN HIGHLY- 
QUALIFIED INDUSTRIAL LABORATORIES IN ORDER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
SPECIAL SKILLS POSSESSED BY INDIVIDUALS OUTSIDE GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 


AS YOU CAN SEE, THE GENERAL PROBLEM IS CONSIDERABLY BROADER 
AMD MORE INCLUSIVE THAN THE SCIENCE OF CRYPTOGRAPHY. ^UT^TlS 
PROBLEM TOWARD WHOSE SOLUTION THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY AND THE 
GOVERNMENT ARE BOTH WORKING SO THAT THE BEST INTERESTS OF THIS 
NATION CAN 3E APPROPRIATELY .< 
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To Mr~pr&ke ( osp - > 


ERVED. 



